Rav Pinches Friedman
An Important Lesson We Learn from Yaakov Ovinu

A Jewish Home Must Be Worthy of Welcoming in, the Shechinah

In our parsha, parshat Vayechi (49,1): DdNKX X1j7' "ZWKX NKX D27 NTAKXI IDOXD MN'T M2 7R A7y 1™
"o nnxa". And Yaakov called to his sons and said, gather together and | will tell you what
will happen to you at the end of days."

To which, the gemorah (Pesachim 56.) teaches:
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Yaakov wished to reveal to his sons secrets pertaining to the final geulah and the "days end",
however divine inspiration was withheld from him. This led him to suspect that one of his sons
might be unworthy, to this they reassured him with the response: "Inx 'a n'\pIx 'n 1w ynw",
communicating the fact that just as he worshipped but one master; so did they. Yaakov ovinu
replied: "Tyi o'21y% MM 112> DY N1".

It is incumbent upon us to learn a very important lesson from this exchange. A Jewish home
must be worthy of the holy Presence, the shechinah. If it is not, the implication-- which is what
Yaakov ovinu feared-- is that there is a spiritual flaw and defect in the home, chas v'shalom,
that is incompatible with the shechinah and driving it away.

On the occasion of our family simchah, the wedding of our youngest son, our "ben zekunim,"
with Hashem's help it should be an auspicious event; it is fitting to share with our honorable

readers, the first essay in the collection " o'1T wiwn" which is scheduled to be released in

honor of the wedding.
To Whom Whom Was Rav Sheshes Speaking?

Our blessed sages tell a tale (Pesachim 68.) concerning the outstanding conduct of Rav
Sheshes:
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"ixan. Rav Sheshes routinely reviewed his studies every thirty days, and then he would lean on
the door latch and declare: “Rejoice my soul, rejoice my soul, for you I've learned Torah, for
you I've learned Mishnah.”

We are left to wonder, (a) what prompted Rav Sheshes to review his studies every thirty days
and repeat the exact same actions and declaration? and (b) as holy and great as Rav Sheshes



was, he surely learned Torah lishmoh, to please only Hashem, so how could he have declared
otherwise?

Let us begin by quoting the gemorah (Sotah 17.): 1T X% ,|n"1"2 21DW DT AYUNI WX ,XA'PY 21 U T
"In'21x wX. Rabbi Akiva expounded, if a man and a woman are meritorious, the Divine Presence
dwells among them, if they are not, they are consumed by fire. We can explain the meaning of
Rabbi Akiva's teaching based on what we've learned (Kiddushin 30:): " |a poniv nw7w ,121 nn
mxI "ax n"apgn ,0T82". The Rabbis taught, three partners form a human being-- the Almighty,
his father and his mother. Rashi clarifies: his parents contribute the body, while the Almighty
fills it with a soul. This coincides beautifully with another teaching in the gemorah (ibid.):
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scriptures equate one's parents with the Almighty with regard to respect and reverence.

We've learned a fact that is, seemingly, beyond human comprehension—the Almighty, Himself,
is an equal partner, as it were, with a man and his wife in building a Jewish home. Just as He
participates in all human births by providing the living soul, He also participates in all aspects
of their lives including their financial support, their upbringing and their education.

Yet, we must remember that the Almighty designated Himself merely as a “partner,” to impress
upon us that He demands the parents contribute their due shares to this partnership. If they
fulfill their obligation, Hashem, blessed be He, will fulfill His obligation and assist them to
successfully raise their children to live a life of Torah, holy matrimony and good deeds.

To Remember the Divine Partner Not Only When One Requires Assistance

If all Jewish parents were cognizant, each and every step along the way of the parenting
process, of Hashem's generous partnership, they would realize tremendous success in their
efforts to support their children and raise them nmaiv n'wyn71 noin? a4 in good physical and
spiritual health. The sad fact, however, is that the yeitzer horah is very good at making parents
forget this amazing fact; thus, most parents are oblivious to this divine kindness.

It is despicable that a parent remembers his divine partner only in times of calamity; then, he
turns to Hashem for assistance. It is analogous, to someone taking on a business associate.
So long as the business is profitable, he forgets to allot the associate his fair share; however,
as soon as he faces financial difficulty, he doesn't hesitate to turn to him for financial
assistance and investment capital. Surely, the partner will scoff at his request and send him on
his way empty-handed. Similarly, if we don't include Hashem as an equal partner in our daily,
household matters, and don't conduct our household affairs in accordance with Torah values
and reverence, how will we dare turn to Him for assistance in times of dire necessity, chas
v'shalom?



This is why Dovid hamelech, our sweet psalmist, proclaims (Tehillim 16,8): "1mn 1217 'n muw"”,
ie | didn't call upon Hashem only in times of need, but | was cognizant of His Presence each
and every moment. This was also the Romah's intention when he chose to begin his remarks in
the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 1,1) with the following:
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Simply put, he is advising us to be aware of Hashem's presence at all times and in all
situations. This is the way of tzoddikim and will benefit us profoundly.

His Servants Sit Inside While He Is Outside Protecting Them

The gemorah (Avodah Zarah 11.) recounts a marvelous tale about Onkelos. His conversion
angered the Caesar which prompted him to send a Roman, military regiment to apprehend
Onkelos. When the first regiment arrived, Onkelos enticed them with divrei Torah and they
converted. The Caesar sent a second regiment, but warned them not to converse with Onkelos.
When they met up with Onkelos, he skillfully engaged them in mundane conversation; they,
too, converted. The Caesar sent a third regiment, and advised them not to speak with him at all.

They apprehended him and as they were exiting his house, he touched the mezuzah. The
soldiers were curious and inquired about the mezuzah. He explained: 2wa'm , o7y "9 ann"
My ‘A nNav , YINQAN NnNYn Xinl D1192n I'TY -"I":I..'ln "N , YIN2N INIX D'INYUN I'TAYI1 019N AVl DTI
"o 1y TV nnyn xRy - “The way of the world is that a human king sits indoors, while his
servants stand guard outside; not so with the Almighty—his servants sit inside, while he
stands guard outside. . .” Immediately, they, too, all converted.

In the “Droshes Chasam Sofer,” he explains that the mitzvah of the mezuzah reminds us of the
destruction of the Temple. Since the churban, Hashem stands guard outside, while his servants
sit inside; while the Beis Homikdash was extant Hashem sat inside in the kodesh hokodashim,
while the kohanim and leviim served watch outside. Here are his own, holy words:
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It Is Prohibited to Leave the Almighty Outside by the Door



Always remember, my dear friends, the Almighty does not wish to stand outside on the
doorstep like a beggar; he longs to enter and come inside the Jew's home. This is why knesset
Yisroel says(Shir Hashirim 5,2): " v snno port 11 """, ie Hashem knocks on our doors and
pleads not to be left outside by the mezuzah; he wants us to open our doors and allow the holy
Presence inside, in the sense of " [N n1'Dw DT NUNI UR".

In order for the Almighty to desire, as it were, to rest His Presence within our homes, however,
we must insure that our homes are sanctuaries worthy of the shechinah. The man and woman
must be diligent both to avoid negative influences and to institute positive practices inside
their homes. On the one hand, the home should be devoid of items contradictory to nmw nxay;
on the other hand, it should echo with the sounds of Torah. The gemorah (Berachos 6.) states
that even if one sits alone involved in Torah study, the shechinah is with him. This seems to be
the meaning of the gemorah (Shabbos 31.):
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If one learns Torah without yiros shomayim, he is compared to a treasurer who has been given
the inner keys but not the outer keys. The reference here is to one's front door keys. The
Rabbis are teaching us that Torah and yiros shomayim go hand in hand. Learning Torah
without yirot shomayim is comparable to having an apartment without the key to open the front
door. The result is that we are leaving the Almighty standing outside on the doorstep by the
mezuzah.

He Wishes to Have a Dwelling Down Below
Let's examine this concept in the light of the Midrash Tanchuma (Nasso 16):
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From the moment of creation, Hashem's desire was to have a dwelling below among us.
Nevertheless, due to the sin involving the eitz hadaas, He removed His Presence from this
world. Even though He bestowed His Presence in the Beis Homikdash, as it is written (Shemos
25,8):

" ndma MY UTm 7 1wyl --that was only temporary. Once the Beis Homikdash was destroyed,
due to our numerous transgressions, the shechinah has been exiled from place to place
without a place to rest, as we've learned (Megilah 29.):
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A similar allusion is found in the Tikunei Zohar (Intro. 1:): the possuk (Bereishis 8,9) reads x'n"

721 927 nian narra axxn The dove refers to the shechinah that is unable to find a resting
place while in exile.

Yet, even in exile, the Almighty desires to dwell within Jewish homes in keeping with " nwxi wx
[n"ra manw P, He is pleading with us-- " "7 'nno poIT "TIT 71" — open your doors, allow Me in;
don't leave Me outside on the doorstep standing watch over you by your mezuzah, while you
remain inside. In this regard, the Tikunei Zohar states (Intro. 1:): " 11 oy TonnnN X7X T'ON |'N
li? "7 TayT". The only true chossid is one who is benevolent toward his Creator and provides
Him with a proper dwelling.

This suggests a beautiful interpretation of the berochah “ niyna nnnwnw" which is recited
during the wedding ceremony. The chossen and kallah who plan to build a Jewish home
founded on the principles of Torah and yiroh, have the tremendous joy of knowing that they are
causing the Almighty tremendous joy—by providing a dwelling for His Presence even in golus.
This is what the Almighty has longed for since the very beginning: " a1 17 Xn'w kM
o'annm" . The berochah “ niyna nnnwnw" expresses the fact that the true simchah at a
wedding, comes from the fulfillment of Hokadosh Boruch Hu's wish.

How can lowly creatures of flesh and blood, who are here one day and gone the next, brazenly
turn a deaf ear to the knocking on our doors? Afterward, how can we unashamedly daven the
words "'y nnaioin n'p'7X 'n nip ynw" asking Hashem to heed our pleas when we don't heed
His? Who can be so ungrateful toward He Who has provided us with everything, by not
welcoming Him into our homes and denying His simple request “ w'w In> paimnna a7 17 Xn'w

oy ?
Rav Sheshes Stood by the Mezuzah to Speak with the Almighty

We've now shed light on Rav Sheshes' exemplary behavior. We need only introduce one
important principle from our poskim: the usual, generic rental agreement is for thirty days.
Sources for this principle are found in Bava Metziah 101: and Rosh Hashanah7:. This explains
why Rav Sheshes would review his Torah studies every thirty days; he wished to renew his
monthly lease and insure that the shechinah would remain inside his home.

Therefore, at the conclusion of every thirty day period of learning, he would lean on the
doorpost, near the mezuzah where Hashem was standing guard over the house's inhabitants,
and declare:

INUD] INTN 'RWO 'XTN" , “my soul is gladdened, my soul is gladdened”; " 'xan 17 , 'z %",
everything | have learned and studied is only in your honor; in the merit of my Torah study, you
don't need to stand outside; bestow Your Presence within our home. It gladdens my soul to
fulfill Hokadosh Boruch Hu's wish to dwell among us down below. This is the true meaning of

" niynm nannuavw”



